Date:  March 22, 2010
Microsoft® Excel® Software Issue and Impact on Radcalc Software
NOTE:  EnergySolutions has confirmed that the spreadsheets generated by Radcalc are not affected by the activities described below.  

A Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) scientist has identified a flaw in Microsoft Excel software that can seriously affect the results of calculations that are performed using Microsoft Excel 2003 and 2007.  The error was found to occur in those cases where two or more cells are merged, and then a formula is copied and pasted into the merged cells using “paste special.”  The formula actually gets entered into the merged cells several times and if you then sum the merged cells, the formula gets summed two or more times.

PNNL has reported this problem to Microsoft and has been working with Microsoft to resolve the issue.  It is anticipated that Microsoft will be issuing a “hot patch” or other fix to correct this problem.  Since being identified at PNNL, it has also been identified by others as well.

®Microsoft and Excel are registered trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation, Redmond, Washington.

